
Hitlerõs Rise to Power

Created by:

The Birmingham Holocaust Education Committee

February 2008



The Holocaust

+

Adolf Hitler

Economy

Antisemitism

German Nationalism

Nazi Propaganda



Adolf Hitler,                         

Dictator of Germany

Adolf Hitler,                                          

Austrian Citizen,                                 

High school drop-out,                                               

Lance Corporal, German Army

?



Myth or Fact:Hitlerõs rise to power was inevitable.

Myth or Fact: Adolf Hitler was elected to power.



Hitlerõs Rise to Power

ÅBirth of the Nazi Party

ÅThe Weimar Republic

ÅBeer Hall Putsch (November 8-9, 1923)

ÅNazis Become a Legitimate Party 

ÅHitler Appointed Chancellor (January 30, 1933)

ÅReichstag Fire (February 27, 1933) 

ÅEmergency Decree (February 28, 1933)

ÅEnabling Act (March 23, 1933)

ÅNight of the Long Knives (June 30, 1934)

ÅHitler Becomes Führer (August 2, 1934)

The world is too dangerous to live in ðnot because of the people who do evil, but 

because of the people who sit and let it happen.     ðAlbert Einstein



Birth of the Nazi Party

Assembly of the Nazi Party, 1922, Coburg, Germany 

ÅIn 1919 Hitler joined the 

fledgling òGerman Workerõs 

Party.ó 

ÅIn 1920 he took control of the 

group and changed the name to 

the National Socialist German 

Workerõs Party, National 

Sozialistische Deutsche Arbeiter 

Partei, NSDAP, or Nazi for short.

ÅIt was here that Hitler 

discovered two remarkable 

talents:  public speaking and 

inspiring personal loyalty.

German propaganda postcard showing an early 

Hitler preaching to the fledgling Nazi Party. 
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78% favored democracy. Number of Reichstag Deputies Elected

Date
Jan

1919

Jun

1920

May

1924

Dec

1924

May

1928

Sept

1930

July

1932

Nov

1932

Mar

1933

Total Deputies 423 459 472 493 491 577 608 584 647

SPD, Social Democrats 165 102 100 131 153 143 133 121 120

USPD, Independent Socialists 22 84

KPD, Communists 4 62 45 54 77 89 100 81

Centre Party (Catholics) 91 64 65 69 62 68 75 70 74

BVP, Bavarian Peopleõs Party21 16 19 16 19 22 20 18

DDP, Democrats 75 39 28 32 25 20 4 2 5

DVP, Peopleõs Party19 65 45 51 45 30 7 11 2

Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Party 4 4 10 17 23 23 2 1

DNVP, Nationalists 44 71 95 103 73 41 37 52 52

NSDAP, Nazis 32 14 12 107 230 196 288

Others 3 5 19 12 28 49 9 11 7



The Weimar Republic
Now we have a Republic, the problem is we have no Republicans.  

- Walter Rathenau, 1st Foreign Minister of Weimar Republic

PRESIDENT
Publicly elected to 7-year term.

Head of armed forces.

Power to dismiss the government and call for new elections.

Could rule independently of Reichstagin case of national emergency.

REICHSTAG

Unlimited number of political parties.

Elected to 4-year term by proportional representation.

(e.g., 10% of the vote equals 10% of the seats)

421 members (1919)

647 members (1932)

CHANCELLOR

Appointed by President.

Usually leader of largest 
party in Reichstag.

CABINET



The Reich President may, if the public safety and order in the German 

Reich are considerably disturbed or endangered, take such measures as 

are necessary to restore public safety and order.  If necessary, he may 

intervene with the help of the armed forces.  For this purpose he may 

suspend, either partially or wholly, the Fundamental Rights (personal 

freedom from arrest, sanctity of home, secrecy of telephone and postal 

communications, free speech and free press, freedom of assembly and 

association, and protection of private property)éOn demand of the 

Reichstag these measures shall be repealed.

The Weimar Constitution:  
Article 48
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Formed 

1919.  

Rejected 

Weimar 

Republic.

Branch of 

the Centre 

Party

Party 

with 

longest 

history 

(1865).  

Greatest 

supporter 

of demo-

cracy.  

Workers 

& lower 

middle 

class 

support.

Liberal 

party 

formed 

1918.  

Supported 

Weimar 

Republic.

Formed 

1870 to 

protect 

Liberal 

Catholic 

interests.  

Supported 

Weimar 

Republic.

Most 

support 

from 

upper 

middle 

class & 

business 

leaders.

Formed 

1918.  

Middle 

class 

support.

Formed 

1919.  

Extreme 

nationalism 

and racism.

Left:  Liberal Right:  Conservative

Parties of the Reichstag



DATE ELECTED PRESIDENT
PARTY 

AFFILLIATION
OTHER

February 11, 1919 Friedrich Ebert SPD

Became leader of SDP 

in 1913.              

Remained President 

until his death.

April 27, 1925

April 10, 1932
Paul von Hindenburg

Field Marshal  

(military)

No love of republics.         

A monarchist at heart.  

Remained President 

until his death.

August 1934

(self-appointed)
Adolf Hitler NSDAP

Upon death of 

Hindenburg, Hitler 

combined offices of 

Chancellor & 

President.

Presidents of the Republic



45% favored democracy. Number of Reichstag Deputies Elected

Date
Jan

1919

Jun

1920

May

1924

Dec

1924

May

1928

Sept

1930

July

1932

Nov

1932

Mar

1933

Total Deputies 423 459 472 493 491 577 608 584 647

SPD, Social Democrats 165 102 100 131 153 143 133 121 120

USPD, Independent Socialists 22 84

KPD, Communists 4 62 45 54 77 89 100 81

Centre Party (Catholics) 91 64 65 69 62 68 75 70 74

BVP, Bavarian Peopleõs Party21 16 19 16 19 22 20 18

DDP, Democrats 75 39 28 32 25 20 4 2 5

DVP, Peopleõs Party19 65 45 51 45 30 7 11 2

Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Party 4 4 10 17 23 23 2 1

DNVP, Nationalists 44 71 95 103 73 41 37 52 52

NSDAP, Nazis 32 14 12 107 230 196 288

Others 3 5 19 12 28 49 9 11 7



DATE GERMAN MARKS U.S. DOLLARS

1919 4.2 1

1921 75 1

1922 400 1

Jan. 1923 7,000 1

July 1923 160,000 1

Aug. 1923 1,000,000 1

Nov. 1, 1923 1,300,000,000 1

Nov. 15, 1923 1,300,000,000,000 1

Nov. 16, 1923 4,200,000,000,000 1

Inflation in Germany



German children with stacks of inflated currency,  

virtually worthless in 1923.



Wartime Leaders                                
Attack the Republic

Erich Ludendorff                              

April 9, 1865 ðDec. 20, 1937  

Served German Army 1883-1918

Paul von Hindenburg                        

Oct.2, 1847 ðAug. 2, 1934                    

Served German Army 1866-1918

The Weimar Republic also faced attack from the wartime leaders of the 

German military, most notably Field Marshals Erich von Ludendorff and Paul 

von Hindenburg.  Both vocalized their belief that the civilian government had 

taken power in the final days of the war and had betrayed the armed forces 

by surrendering.  This train of thought appealed to many Germans who could 

not believe their great army was on the verge of collapse in November 1918.  

In fact, both of these military commanders had pressed for a quick end to the 

war because of sinking morale among their troops.



Problems faced by the Weimar Government 

1919-1923

1.  Ineffective Constitution
- Article 48.

- Proportional voting led to too many parties.

- German states had too much power.

- Army not fully under government control.

2.  Left-wing (Communist) Rebellions
- 1919 Spartacist (communist) revolt.

3.  Right-wing Terrorism
- 1920 Kapp Putsch ðFreikorps brigade rebelled against Treaty of Versailles

- Nationalist terrorist groups murdered 356 politicians

- Matthias Erzberger (signed the armistice) and Walter Rathenau (SPD Foreign 
Minister made a treaty with Russia) assassinated.

4.  Invasion 
- 1923, Germany failed to make reparations payment and France invaded the 

Ruhr (western industrial part of Germany).

5.  Inflation



Hitlerõs Rise to Power

ÅBirth of the Nazi Party

ÅThe Weimar Republic

ÅBeer Hall Putsch (November 8-9, 1923)

ÅNazis Become a Legitimate Party 

ÅHitler Appointed Chancellor (January 30, 1933)

ÅReichstag Fire (February 27, 1933) 

ÅEmergency Decree (February 28, 1933)

ÅEnabling Act (March 23, 1933)

ÅNight of the Long Knives (June 30, 1934)

ÅHitler Becomes Führer (August 2, 1934)

The world is too dangerous to live in ðnot because of the people who do evil, but 

because of the people who sit and let it happen.     ðAlbert Einstein



Beer Hall Putsch
November 8-9, 1923

Munich, Germany, 1923, Masses in the 

streets during the Putsch. 

Part of a photo-card collection used by 

the Nazis to indoctrinate German 

children. The Bürgerbräukeller Beer 

Hall in Munich was the scene of the 

failed Nazi Putsch. It symbolized the 

birth pangs of Nazi power. 



Hitlerõs Rise to Power

ÅBirth of the Nazi Party

ÅThe Weimar Republic

ÅBeer Hall Putsch (November 8-9, 1923)

ÅNazis Become a Legitimate Party

ÅHitler Appointed Chancellor (January 30, 1933)

ÅReichstag Fire (February 27, 1933) 

ÅEmergency Decree (February 28, 1933)

ÅEnabling Act (March 23, 1933)

ÅNight of the Long Knives (June 30, 1934)

ÅHitler Becomes Führer (August 2, 1934)

The world is too dangerous to live in ðnot because of the people who do evil, but 

because of the people who sit and let it happen.     ðAlbert Einstein



Nazis appear in Reichstag.        Number of Reichstag Deputies Elected

Date
Jan

1919

Jun

1920

May

1924

Dec

1924

May

1928

Sept

1930

July

1932

Nov

1932

Mar

1933

Total Deputies 423 459 472 493 491 577 608 584 647

SPD, Social Democrats 165 102 100 131 153 143 133 121 120

USPD, Independent Socialists 22 84

KPD, Communists 4 62 45 54 77 89 100 81

Centre Party (Catholics) 91 64 65 69 62 68 75 70 74

BVP, Bavarian Peopleõs Party21 16 19 16 19 22 20 18

DDP, Democrats 75 39 28 32 25 20 4 2 5

DVP, Peopleõs Party19 65 45 51 45 30 7 11 2

Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Party 4 4 10 17 23 23 2 1

DNVP, Nationalists 44 71 95 103 73 41 37 52 52

NSDAP, Nazis 32 14 12 107 230 196 288

Others 3 5 19 12 28 49 9 11 7




